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Switzer Picnic Area to Bear Canyon 
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Date: 6/04/08 
 
Trailhead: From Interstate 210 in La Canada, take Highway 2 north and drive 10 miles to 
Switzer picnic area on the right.  Descend to the parking area outside the campground.  You will 
see a footbridge over the stream leading to the trail head.  Restrooms are available. 
 
Refreshments will be served at the picnic area. 
 
The hike meanders back and across the stream running down the spectacular Arroyo Seco 
Canyon.  The stream is lined with oaks and alder, with the water cascading over granite into 
mirror-like pools.  The hike travels high above the 50 foot high Switzer falls, then drops back to 
the stream, where hikers can double back to stand at the base of the falls.  After seeing the falls, 
travel downstream to the intersection with Bear Canyon, and travel up this spectacularly wild, 
steep walled canyon for another half mile or so to enjoy its wonders.  More adventuresome hikes 
can continue up Bear Canyon for 2 miles to Bear Camp.  Distance approximately 8 miles, 
elevation change is 600 ft. The streams have gentle flows and the crossings should be dry with 
good paths available to cross the streams. 
 


