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of the canyon were quarried by Lhe
Los Angeles Stone Co. During the
early years of this century, the
crushed rock from this quarry
formed the railbed for the Pacific
Electric Transit System. By 1915,
the famous Red Car trolleys trav-
eled from downtown Los Angeles
to the Santa Monica Bay beach
communities, to Orange County
and San Bernardino.

It was rightly characterized as
the most comprehensive system of
urban and suburban transportation
in the world. Now that’s something
to be nostalgic about. In later
years, the crushed stone from the
quarry was used to pave such
thoroughfares as Sunset and Wil-
shire boulevards.

For the urban mountaineer
wishing to escape to the wilds of
Griffith Park, Brush Canyon Trail
offers not only the short stroll to
the Bat Cave but a moderate work-
out to many of the park’s most
popular destinations—Captain’s
Roost, Dante’s View and Mt. Hol-
lywood. Brush Canycn Trail is
much less traveled than other
routes to Mt. Hollywood and offers

ly for the Bat Cave will look to the
right (east) side of Canyon Drive
for ared wall, a white pipe gate and
a QGriffith Park locater sign that
reads “49.” You'll join a fire road
and head south a short distance to
the Bronson Caves. Heed the “No
Climbing” signs on the steep can-
yon walls above the caves. -
Those hikers bound for Mt. Hol-
lywood will join the unsigned fire
road (Brush Canyon Trail) at the
end- of Canyon Drive. The lower
stretch of this trail is popular with
local dogs and dog walkers. During
the 1940s, Dog World magazine

-proclaimed Hollywood “the doggi-

est area in California.” Judging by
the number of exercising canines
and owners on this trail, perhaps it
still is.

The trail passes some handsome
sycamores that line the canyon
bottom. The sycamores, cloaked in
yellow, brown and rust-colored
leaves, provide a welcome burst of
autumn color. Who says you can’t
detect the change of the seasons in
Southern California?

However, once the trail begins
climbing northeast out of the can-
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yon bottom and leaves the trees
behind, Brush Canyon begins to
live’ up to its name. The sweet
licorice smell of fennel perfumes
the air, and the toyon (Christmas
berry) is already starting to dis-
play its red berries. This festive
plant is also known as California
holly; some believe that masses of
this native shrub growing on the
hills above Hollywood gave the
community its name.

A mile’s walk from the trailhead
brings you to an unsigned junction
with Mulholland Trail. Head right
and ascend to a turnoutl alongside
Mt. Hollywood Drive. Turn left,
walk a short distance along Mt.
Hollywood Drive and-rejoin Mul-
holland Trail on your right.

After a short ascent up Mt. Bell,
Mulholland Trail will continue east
around the mountain, but you'll
bear right on a narrower trail.
From graffiti-splattered Water
Tower No. 52, you'll join a narrow
footpath and descend first moder-
ately, then steeply, to a junction
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with Mt. Hollywood.

Junctions with various fire roads
let you head toward Dante’s View
or Captain’s Roost, but Mt. Holly-
wood-bound hikers will head
straight for the picnic tables atop
the 1,625-foot peak. Wonderful
sunrises and sunsets can be ob-
served from the park’s highest
peak, and on clear days the entire
basin is spread out before you, from
the San Gabriel Mountains to the
Pacific Ocean.

Most hikers will want to return
the same way. The very experi-
enced, armed with a good park
map, can use Mt. Hollywood Trail
and the extremely steep and
washed-out trail dropping south-
west off Mt. Hollywood Drive to~_
make a loop trip back down to the
caves and Canyon Drive.

, McKinney is the author of hiking
books and a regular contributor to
The Times.





