
HIKE FOR 11 AUGUST 1999 

PICO CANYON AND HISTORIC MENTRYVILLE 
Hike Leader: John "Shady John" Chady 

THE HIKE: This hike will be short, approximately 6 miles round trip, as the day is 
sure to be warm. (This is the way people from the Valley spell "HOT"!) Elevation gain/loss 
will be about 1200 feet. The principle hike will follow the service road depicted on the 
reverse side to the Viewpoint at 2801 feet. (When the trail is completed to Towsley Canyon 
we can return someday and do a shuttle.) Now the good news - there is NO POISON OAK!

The service road is paved and/or packed earth so BRING YOUR BICYCLES and explore 
a side trail! Few of the Mentryville buildings remain but there are some relics of the oil 
producing days especially the replica of an early well at Johnson Park so BRING YOUR

CAMERAS. No one was here the day I checked it out and birdlife was abundant so BRING

YOUR BINOCULARS! It will be hot but there is lots of shade in the canyon ... not so on the 
ridge so BRING WATER!..

HOW TO GET THERE: Go NORTH on the 1-5 into the Santa Clarita Valley. Exit on Lyons 
Avenue (next one after Calgrove). Turn LEFT at the top of the off-ramp, cross over the 
freeway and continue straight on. After passing through the developed area the pavement 
narrows to a two lane road, Pico Canyon Road. Continue on to Mentryville by avoiding all 
right turn opportunities. At the locl,ed gate at Mentryville (approximately 3 miles) make a left 
turn and follow drive around the barn to the parking lot. 

WHEN TO GET THERE: Typically, we will depart on the hike at 9:30 AM. However, if any 
group is delayed by traffic we will wait until they arrive. I will even try to get there on time 
myself. 
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