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Area A-5, Trip 5
Mount Lowe

Distance

Total Elevation Galn/Loss

Hiking Time
E Optional Maps
Best Times

F Agency
Difficulty

1.2 miles round trip
5007/500°

141 hours (round 1rip)
USGS 17.5-min M1 Wifson
All year

ANF/ASD

* ok

Late in the yeas, when the smaog lightens,
but temperatures still hover within a moder-
ate regisler, come up to Mi. Luwe 1o toust
the setting sun. You can sit on an old bench,
pour the champagne, and waich Old Sol
sink into Santa Monica Bay.

Stan from the roadside parking arca at
unmarked Eaton Saddle, mile 2.4 {counted
from Red Box Station) on Mt. Wilson Roa
This popular trailhead may be jammed with
cars on the weekends. Walk past the gate on
the west side and proceed up the din road
(Mi. Lowe fire road) that carves ils way
under the precipitous south face of San
Gabriel Peak. Rainwater shed from these
slopes falls 10 Eaton Canyon below, where it
quickly tumbles down-canyon towerd the
L.A. Basin ncar Aladena.

As you approach a short twnnel (0.3
mile) dating from 1942, look for the rem-
nants of & fuormer clif-hanging trail o the
left of the tunnel's east entrance. Al
Markham Saddle (0.5 mile) the fire road
slans to descend slightly — don’t continue on
the road. [nsiead, find the unmarked Mt
Lowe Trail on the left (south). You contour
southwest above the fire road for about 0.6
mile, and then start climbing ucross the cast
Rank of Mt Lowe without much change of
direction

At 1.3 miles, make o sharp right turn,
Proceed 0.2 mile uphill, then go left on &
shont spur trsil 1o M Lowe's buerren
summit. Mt Lowe was the proposed upper
terminus for Professor Thaddeus Lowe's
famed scenic railway (see Trip 10). Funding

ran oul, however, and tracks were never lnid
higher than Ye Alpine Tavern (later named
M. Lowe Tavern), 1200 feet below, During
the railway's heyday in the early §900s,
thousands disembarked at the tavemn and
wamped Mi. Lowe's cast- and west-side
trails for world-class views of the basin and
the surrounding mountains. Some reminders
of that era remain on the summit of Mt
Lowe and along some of the trails: volun-
teers have repainted, reletiered, and re-
wrned 1o their proper places some the many
sighting tubes that helped the early tourists
i h with the

geography.

Area A-5, Trip 11
Inspiration Point

Total Etevation Gatn/Loss
Hiking T'me
Optional Maps

¥
Difficulty

This tnip rambles down 1o Inspiration
Point the buck way— vie Mi Lowe, 103 a
down and up route, suosave dnt o1y ot
encrgy for the tnp back On the way down
and later back, you'll have @ cliance to use
Duth the cast and west ks o
M Lowe. These were
trails duning the ¢ he rmlwily
have been brought
recent years

he shapes of

g th

ek intu senvice in

Distance

6.0 miles

[EIVORAETEVS

October through June
ANE'ASD
*okok

As in Trip § above, proveed 1.3 miles w
the trail junction on MU Lowe's cast Dank
Fueither way (straght Tor the et il
sharply nght for the west tradl), but plan 1o
use the other trail an your return.

Either way
meet U M Lowe fue
M Lo Tral Camap. Gu south onihe fire
Wl to Dispiraton Point, where the vie
i Bappy o report, 15 stll inspieing when-

3 hours
USGS 7.5-min Mo IWilson |
|
i |
'
}
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over the manne inversion kiyer hes low
across the LA i Yanly comuon
aily n the day On clear, diy
days the acesn hurizan can be seen olind
the gap at Two Harbors on Santa Cataling
Istland, and San Clemente sland sprawls
indistinatly just et of the letunost tip of
Sunta Cataling
I you're interested i side trips, you can
Clinb the 4714 peaklet just west of Tnspita
tion Puint, O you can aravet 1 mile south
st on the at Tire rosad going out
Panorania Point e rdge overlooking
Lo Canyon. Starung wround 1915, tour
ints vould trmverse this streteh on boand @
mule pushed (aul diawn, 5o paasengers
could avuid dust) observition car that 1obled

This O, M. & M.

BECUEL N

aloing nariom-gauge fails

At laspiration Puint

(One Man and a Mule) Railroad becanie s
popular side atraction for Mt Lowe Tavern
wests and day trippers
Today's fire road out toward Panorama

Point curls south und ends ata cement water
wank, where views of the LA, Busin are
more Lantastic (in my experience) than from
any other lund based vantage point. On a
cleur night, the view of millions of lighs

most a mile of elevation lower is surrcal.
Fromn this close in point, less than two
beeline miles fiom the edge of the city, U
ot droning of & hundred thousand engines,
accented now und agun by an accelerating
motoreyele or unmuffled car, Moty upward
on e updrafls,
Return the way you came, excepl in
ling Mt. Lowe.
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