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By JOHN McKINt-!EY ., .. \ , ' -
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• I ·Named by mountaineers of a l 
century ago, ·who imagined an • 
upside-down strawberry, Straw- I 
berry Peak challenges rock-climb- .t
ers arid hikers.· ·The challenge � ·comes from the .final approach to 
the peak, which involves some ·J 
boulder-climbing when tackling j the west.slope or a .jgorous �ike ,j 

· along a firebreak when· as<;encling ,
the east slope-.:"? ...... r;,-.,(1;; : ·, f ":,, - �At 6,164 feet, Strawberry Peak 
just tops its neighbor" across the
Angeles Crest_Highway, San Ga
briel Peak (6,161 feet). for the 
honor of being the highest peak in ·j
the front range of the San Gabriel 1
Mountains. . , . · : ;, · · · ! •• : ' 

Strawberry Peak is a· good clis- . t
tance, about 130 miles, from the
Big Bear area, which suffered '
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damage in last Sunday's· earth
quakes. According to Jim Spencer, 
a volunteer trail boss working in 
the National Forest Service's Ar
royo Seco District; as of press time 
Wednesday there had been no 
reports of slides OF- other damage 
around Strawberry Peak that 
would impede hikers or climbers .. 

·rv:- � .... ,,.�u,._. ��11:'P '"���--:;i- ;r,ec::-� -Z,"'llf � ���� .......... -�ii-1!;;' � "{f;::'·'· �, ,.,-. -.�--:---,, --�.-. - -�-. requires more than: the -usual . lot. ··: �- 1 • . . , ,� '. • .... :,� an 'imsi,gne;:d but nevertheless dis-� 

Actually, Stra wherry Peak 
seems more- back country .than · 
front range. It offers summit pano
ramas, not of the city but of the 
Arroyo Seco and Big Tujunga wa
tersheds, and of the crests along 
Angeles Crest Highway. Compared 
to the sometimes smoggy air cling
ing to other city-Jacing front
range peaks, the air around Straw
berry Peak is positively alpine. -� 
· Some hikers like Strawberry

. __ . ..--Peak because reaching the ��P .

. "wal�-up" CO�OI} to most San .,:-, . \The 1!ike: From the end of the ·. tj.nct .firebreak. Your up-to-now; 
· Gabriel Moun� peaks. The stony .-' · picnic area, cautiously cross An- · · mellow hike .goes ballistic here, as ·ramparts, where woebegone Goul- · geles Crest Highway and walk 50 . tm brushy· path shoots steeply· ter pines cling to life, really look ; 'yards east (to the right) along the north toward Strawberry's sum-; lik� a challenge_ when vie�ed from .· highway shoulder to a yellow-gat- mit. Aias, along the way, two below. _ , ·,,_ .· , ·: t ', ',.. ,. e_d fire road. �allow this now-r�- disheartening dips mean t�e hiker And, m fact, the last m:.le .o the . tired road, which narrows to a trail. loses hard-1'Ion elevation · · ' summi_t is no walk in th� park. The , ;;tt,alf _ �- mile �rom �he _trail_ head,. :.···-The firebreak at last �gles left '.route 1s alo�g an old f1�ebreak, � . · you 11 J�m a �1gned trail on your and you -ascend west over a rocky ·very s�eep-an,� _§.9.�J1mes-very · ·· left, which switchbacks sharply up ridge to the sumniit. From among ! _.hot-chmb. On warm days, get an s.teep, chap�r_ral-co_vered slop�s- wind-battered big cone spruce and · early start. . After prov1dmg hikers a brief . . th A 1 N t' 1· · · ·1 h · F . pmes enJOY e nge es a 1ona 

Directions to tra1 ead: rom workout, the trail levels and con- F 't - -
the Foothill Freeway (210) in La tours around Strawberry's ·other ores panorama. , ! 

. Canada, ?-1'.iv.E; '14. miles on Angeles . ,l'n�ighbor, Mt. La"Ylor. :- . \ · . ·,,,_;. ·· -iCrest Highway (2) to Red Box ��A bit more than two miles from McKm.ney is the author of a new"! 
. Station. At 9\e turnoff is a picnic the trail head, you'll descend io a edition 'ii} "I)a,,1 Hilcers· Guide to' 

area and parking lot; park at the saddle .. There you'll leave the Soutkenl. C-alifornia" (Olympus
easternmost (farthest) end of the maintained trail and ascend along Press) . _.... . .. ....... :. . ... . 'h�. 
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