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Topanga State Park, ,l� on ' Boulevard a.quarter of a mile. Turn·
the urban edge, is surrounded IJY,..: ·, !e(t:on Lo$ Lion es Dri've and follow i
"Civic sprawl but retains its rm �rpad's �nd,and a smaU parking
character. Highlights are, 1!i�h1,� � .Don't park in the adjacent 
some sandstone cliffs and 'lUf:Jh C!}W'.-<lbJot: w . 

canyon bottoms. . .. , ,, • .. , ' 
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Most walkers anct picnickel'li'elil� "i .": 
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"main!'enfranc�� 
noulcvartl ancl figure ifs 't� onl · ,. 
��t,hepp.rk, Few realize tJlat1
there .ar.e abol.it ,half a d ' 
to reach the p�k bY' .. ' 
ways by trail. , '�� ,-� . ,·m·---· , 

� The state park, sometimes bi ,.:; . 
- ,F,rp�ostiones Can-

-,ps !,he--'largest state park within a Y , · past- the vehicle gate
�t,y>)imit in t�e J,Jnite9 Stat�s. bas . ancl follow the trail into the can-
entrance� pn· the Satt ·:Ek,tnaij .: - ter a quart�r of _a mile, the
VallfJ1;<f's1de, where an unpav�d t . @1$; ,to
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iJ>PJ'lli6n of Mulholland Highw.lly sw1� a'eling· t}ri\Qugh the chap-
crosRes theki�1·��taif8·ar�. 
cou.ple of ent.t·ances on th�irci\�c · Af�r leveling out for a stretch,
Palisades side as well. the path then switchbacks even 

One .of th�s� fal,isad_es p�ths is\, 'more earnestly through thickets of
Los Ltones �l, ltVJ9,,tcni:.M'llV.ll1s ', ·ceanothus. Los Liones Trail inter
through Los L1ones Can�on,tQ ��t • .. sects East Topanga Fire Road 
'l'opanga Fire Road. . 1• • ·- • 

; about a quarter-mile from the 
�, ,Th� walk le.ads _to a vie int. :·'.;road's beginning at Paseo Miramar.
s m ,�a: .':';, , T�.n left (northwest) on the.fire1 ,t,,, , .. , .. 

�'!;ti'' �·�t).ntinue your ascent. For ,. - · 
p�rnga Over!�� , ut ,tt, · · · �avels a Where: T?pang� State P�l'k.
simply called lhe Overlook. Views cool nort s ope o�� ... �.i.!!��§_pnv� to Ttw

_ of West L.A. and the sweep of , . over-the-right-shoulder views ·or �t10\1r;ffi'trlp, with 
Santa Monica Bay are superb. Sun- _¥ neighboring .Santjl Ynez,Canyon, a · i,500-1oot elevation gain; from 
set views are often inspiring. , . ·canyon that is wild and dramatic in Paseo Miramar to The Ove,·look, 5

There are two ways to reach the • its upper ·reaches in the state park mites round trip, with 1,200-foot 
insP,iring viewpoint. Los Liones and atrociously subdivided in its '._elevation gain. 

K?taIJ-clilJlbS _through 'its namesake_ lower reaches outside park bound- -�terrain: Rugged Los llones Canyon
l'c��Y.fui ��� 'l'op��a Fire Road, aries. . , . ts but �mfle from Sunset 

, 
wh"icfHn tut���J9Jf.lie>,Over-. A two-mile ascent along the fire , Bou_leva �. but very much <1part

. look. Or the hi'lf�rmaY,'�a&� _. , road brings_you to a junction -with a -: from the.'(v�stslde city scene. 
ly for The Overlook· wa �� 'U:al.l,�!��diog south along a bald , 

Highlights: The Overlook offers 
grand views of West Los Angeles 
and Santa Monica Bay. 
For more lnfotmatlon: Call the 
California Department of Parks and 
Recreation (Santa Monica 
Mountains District headquarters) ·at 
(818) 706-1310, or the Mountain
Parks Information Service at (800)
533--7275,
Degree o, Difficulty: Easy to
moderate.

road. . ' . . �· J'oinit�is trail, which travels 
From The Overlook, the ambl- half a ',nule,t<) The Overlook. On a"�,--..,.�,--,�.""--....---'---'---:---'---------------

tio�s day hiker could trek into the clear l'.lay,1 enjoy the panorama of 
main part of Topanga State Park.. .. Westside L.A .. Santa Monica Bay 

Directions to trail head: To Lo'J· Palos Verdes and Catalina Island ' 
, J:.J.9�m Fir9.m,:f., · ·. · ' '�RPturn.the S<µ!)e wrw. ' 
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