
I 

' ,J 
� I 

' ' , 

. i 

• 

. 1' 

128 T1ti'IILS 01' TIIF. ANGF.LES 

5 2 Angeles C st I ighway via Shortcut Canyon to West

Fork Cam nd 

6 miles round trip; J 800' elevation loss und gain
Classificntion: Modernte 
Season: All yenr 
Topo mnps: Chilno Flat, ML Wilson

L ec.h o 

FEATUHES 
Yenrs ago, beforn lhr. Angeles Crest Highway was a

reality, Shortcut Cunyon felt the trod of many boots and
hooves. !ts busy !roil, built in l89.'3 by Louie Newcomb,
Arthur Cnrter and John Hartwell, wns the mnjor route
into the Charlton Flnt-Chih10-Buckhorn backcountry. The
canyon and trail were so named because I.hey greatly cut
lhe distance into !.he mountain interior. The old route was
the steep Indian footpath up Valley Forge Canyon and
over Barley Flats, now completely clisnppearcd. Today, 
although the old Shorlrnl pot.hwoy is no longer o mnjor
artery of t.rnvel, it. is pnrt. of the Boy Scouts' Silver
Moccasin Hike across the range from Red Box to Mt. 
Baden-Powell (sec Appendix I). For this reason, the trail
is well-traveled. 

This trip now runs from the lop down because, as of
this writing, the \Vest Fork road from lted Box lo West 
Fork Campground is closed lo public autos. Another
change is thnt the historic \•Vest Fork Ranger Station,
built in 1900 nnd second-oldest in the nation, has been
moved to t.he Chilao Visit.or Center. Still, this is a very
pleasant hike. Shortcut Canyon i1, a woodsy delight, and 
the West Fork retains its charm of yesteryear. You will g-ct
the feel of the old Snn Gnbriehi when bandits, hunt.en,,
anglPrs ond prospectors ra_mbled into the then-wild heart
of the range. · 

., / 
DESCRIPTION (!, J.//, 'te t1arKCr 4ft 3 O

Drive up the Angeles Crest Highway to Shortcut
Saddle, 19 miles from Lo C'lnada and ¼ mile east of the
marked Short.cut. Picnic Area. Park in the clearing on the
left (north) side of the highway. 
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F ti a(ldlc take uie· marked Shortcut Cflnyon
rom 1e Sc ' < 

• I 1 k 
Trail which leads sout.h. After several short swrl.c i iac __ s

ou ,'.each a fire rond; t.urn right (west) and follow \he f11�
;.oad about 200 yards, Lo where you again pick up l,H� tr;::
leadin down Lo yom left. You drop steeply o 

cl;apa;ral-coot.ed slopes into the East Fork of Short.cut:
Cimyon. Your path now descends th� shady c?nyon floor 

and. passes the junction of Shortcut s West I• ork_ as you

cross ond recross the trickling creek. After .3 miles
! r''.'

i·cach the brond Wer.t Fork of the San G?bn.el. Bou c : 1 ·

bop across the creek (can be dangerous II� tunes of high

water) ond reach West Fork Campground, located on a

d b I ti Of the stream. The campground hns
forcste enc 1 sou 1 

stoves tables nml toilets. . 1 
Fr�m here you have several options: One m1�e c ow1� 

the West Fork is De Vore Trail Camp (Trip 51). �tlh a i?1 

�huttle you cnn nscend the Rattlesnake_ 1:atl 'l� _l rt. 

Wilson (Trip �O), or proceed up the Gabnelmo nail lo

Red Box (Trip 47). Or simply relax _a few hours alon� the

1 . d .. ek before heachng back up Shot tcul
sy van-canop1c ct e 
Canyon to your car. 
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