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Consider the conifers. 
A wind-bowed limber pine clinging to a rock . 

smelling grove of incense cedar. The deep shade and primeval gloom of a 
big cone spruce forest. 

Where do these trees come from? 
I know, I know." ... only God can make a tree.n 
Keep your Joyce Kilmer. I !old the metaphysical 4ueslions. Our 

in4uiry here is limited to what happens in the aftermath of a lire or flood, 
when great numbers of trees lie dead or dying. Fortunately, for Califor
nia\ cone-bearing tree population and tree lovers there is a plac.; 
where !recs. more than 120.000 a year , arc grown lo replace those lost 10 

!he capriciousness of nature and the carelessness or man. The place is
1 lcnningcr Flats, home or the Los Angeles County Experimental
Nursery.

Perched halfway between Altadena and Mount Wilson, Henninger 
Flats is the site of southern California's finest tree plantation. The holiday 
season, a time when many of us are trimming the Christmas conifer 
(often a Douglas fir), is an ideal time to trek up to Henninger Flats. On 
the flats you'll be able to view trees in all shapes and sizes, from seedlings 
to mature stands. A museum with reforestation exhibits, a nature traif, 
and the Los Angeles County foresters on duty will help you understand 
where trees come from. 

The Flats have a colorful history. After careers as a gold miner. Indian 
fighter, and first Sheriff of Santa Clara County, Captain William Hen
ninger came to Los Angeles to retire in the early 1880s. While doing a 
little prospecting, Henninger discovered the little mesa that one day 
would bear his name. I le constructed a trail over which he could lead his 
burros . 

Atop the flats he built � cabin, planted fruit trees, raised hay and corn. 
His solitude ended in 1890 when the Mount Wilson Toll Road was 
constructed for the purpose of carrying the great telescope up to the new 
observatory. Captain l-lcnninger's Flats soon became a water and rest 
stop for the hikers. riders and lishermen who trooped into the mountains. 
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