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-7 & miles round trip: 2000’ elevation gain

Classilication: Moderate
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Scason: November-May (lire closure 7/1 to winter rain)
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In the gentle hills above Little Tujunga Canyon are two
delightful springs

Topo map: Sunland

FEATURES

little oak-sheltered oases nestled in hills
covered with chaparral. Oak Spring lies in a shallow recess-ncar
the head of Oak Spring Canyon, just over the ridge lrom Gold
Creek. Fascination Spring - one can only puess as o how it
got this intriguing name is hidden in a narrow crease on the
south slope of the mountains, 2000" above the Sunland-
Tujunga Valley.

You start lrom Gold Creck, Little ‘Tujunga’s major
tributary. As the name suggests, Gold Creck was once the
scene ol feverish mining activity. Most storied were the so-
called ““Little Nugget™ placers, gold being recovered right from
the creckbed. The gold is gone now, and this is ranch country.

A good trail leads south from Gold Creek and climbs into
the gentle hill country of Yerba Buena Ridge. A mile and a
hall up is Qak Spring, hidden in a small draw so that you don’t
sce it until you're almost there. Then you climb aver Yerba
Buena Ridge and drop abruptly down to Fascination Spring.
The two springs are shaded by oaks; the rest of the trip is
through open chaparral. This is an ideal outing for a cool
winter or spring day. Try it after a rain, when the springs
bubble full and the aroma of damp chaparral petfumes the
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From Foothill Boulevard, right behind Hansen Flood
Control Dam, drive 4% miles up Osborne Street, which
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becomes Little Tujunga Road. Turn right (east) onto Gold_
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Gold Creck basin. The ranch you see down to the north is
Paradise Ranch, scene of many a Cecil B. DeMille film extrava-
ganza. Below (o the east are the stone quarries where 770,000
tons of granite rock were removed for Hansen Dam in
193840. In a mile and a quarter you cross a divide and drop
down to lush Oak Spring — water except in the driest months.
Il it’s a sunny day, the shade here is welcome. You'll see a fire
road coming down to Oak Spring from the other side: don’t
take it. Walk down along the creek about 100 yards and pick
up a lrail'}hul contours around the slope (south). This secli'on
ol lrail mektes gu()(l.;mbfkmmjw‘beﬁm.mhtm
_negsitysepeaseistoc~ Lollow  the trail through dense chaparral
around the slope, across a small gully, and vp to the Yerba
Buena Ridge fire road, 1% miles from Oak Spring. Here you
have a speclacular panorama southward over the Tujunga and
San Fernando valleys. Walk 100 yards down the road, then
look forathe_fraih droppjue south down the steep mountain-
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