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'I'opanga Slate Park, localec.1 on ou e l c.r a quarter of a mile. Turn ,-.,...�---'-� ,,q,,: iw1ii;<:,4ihN�4i,,11t-z·•-{ 
the urban edge; is surrounded by · left on Los Lianes Drive and follow , ---

· · 

civic sprawl but retains its rural it to road's end- and a small parking I 
i character. Hig�lights are hand- area. Don_'t park in the adjacent 
1 some sandstone• cliffs and lush church !of � ·· · 

· 1: 
canyon botto·ms .. ,,: 

Most_ walkers and picnickers eti� ·. 
ter Topanga Slate Park from the 
main entrance off Topanga Canyon 
Boulevard and figure it's the only 
way into the park. Few realize that· 

! there ar.e abotit' half �1 dozen ways
to reach the park by· road, a dozen

! 
I 

ways by trail.
The state park, sometimes billed. The hike: FrorifLo SLiones Can-

as the largest state park within a yon, march past the vehicle gate 
city .limit in the United States, has and follow the· trail into the can-
entrances on the San Fernando yon.' After a quarter of a mile, the 
Valley side, where an unpaved trail begins to climb in earnest 
portion of Mulholland Highway switchbacking through the· chap� 
crosses the park, and it has a arral. ·

t
couple of entrances on the Pacific After leveling out for a stret'ch, 
Palisades side as well. the path then switchbacks e°ven 

One of these Palisades paths is more earnestly through thickets oC , 
Los Lianes Trail, which travels ceanothus. Los Lianes Trail inter- 1 
through Los Lianes Canyon to East · sects East Topanga Fire Road :
Topanga Fire Road. about a quarter-mile from 'the· -

This walk leads to a viewpoint road's beginning at Paseo Mira�ar .. : 

I
. sometimes called Parker Mesa Turn left (northwest) on tl,e fire'
Overlook, sometimes called To- road and continue your ascehi:For 1 • • · ·- ••· · 

panga Overlook, but most often a short while the road travels a · Where: -i:opanga State Park:''. . ' Highlights� The· ovirtoo�;oftJif 'j) 

simply called The Overlook. Views cool north slope and you get good. I 
DiSta!}C,:'_Lo5.Liqne�_Priyffe.,(9)�eo> gr,and.views·ofW�.s(t9$Arig:eiJ¼'/.�� 

of west L.A. and the sweep of ov�r-the .-righ t-_shoulder view-p of i ' Overloo�t� mi!eJ r9u�1·t5\P:, -.Vitti, .:;tr, c:JOP .s'anta �oriici�aiti/6;\<1/".f·1:.j
Santa Monica Bay are superb. Sun-. neighboring Santa Ynez Canyon, a' ;i,500.footeleyaUon gain; from _ >:< ' F.or more mformation:Cal! the-c:'f/,

set views are often inspiring. ·· · canyon that is wild and dramalic in .Paseo};1iramar to Tfuf Overrobk; 5 ·, .;; Califorhia Departfilenf df earlfa·and ;'c

There are two ways to reach the • its upper reaches in the state. park . t11iles· ri>un.d trip, with' _1,2QQ-foof >·: ,: Recreation (Sal1t/M6�i�a};,- .'/' J , '.

ins�iring viewpoint. Los Lianes and atrociously subdivided (lj_ its' . el!')va,t(on ga,in. : ' : _> {,, , ·· \ ;, Mo(lntains Distri?(l)e��q·�i-r'ter$).�t :'j
Trail climbs through its' namesake lower reaches outside park bound-. _T.e,rram: Rugged Los l1ones Canyon· • (818) 706-1310' \kthEfMoLlhtain - . ·.J 
canyon to East Topanga Fire Road, . aries. � J Is bu\ �}1:life Fron, Sunset· ; .. . _ !=>arks lnformatlori:'Servf�e'at (800) ''{! 
which in turn leads to The Over- A two-mile ascent along the.firel Boutev�rd, �qtve_rymuctrapart·,:- 533:1275. -'' r(I". <'. :· '." tr-··1� 

look. Or the hiker may head direct- road brings you to a junction with a! fr.om th\�8:�!�id8: city s_<:�ne-.. .', ,, o .Deg� �f. D_if;fic�ltyj�1y t� ;' / tl 
ly for The_ Overlook via the fire . trail . leading south along a bald' \_r> 

. ' .moderate; 't• ':t'/.'.Z',;;' IA
road. ridge. Join this trail, which trayels. • 'oi 

From The Overlook, the ambi- half a mile to The Overlook. On a 
tious day hiker could trek into the clear day, enjoy the panorama of 
mai� par� ofTopanga State Park. Westside L.A., Santa Monica Bay, 

___ ..,.
I
"· D1rect10_ns to tra,il head: To Los Palos Verdes and Catalina Island. 
, L1ones Drive trail nead: From Pa- Return the same way. 

Hike #100




