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DAWSON SADDLE TO SAN GABRIELS HIKING HEAVEN \R���-1T��093Q ON 9-15-� NAVIGATOR: DAVID LILLBACK 

10+ MILES ROUND TRIP TO MIDDLE HIGH COUNTRY 

ELEVATION GAIN OF 1237FT TO THROOP PEAK; THEN 
560FT LOSS & 508FT GAIN TO MT. BURNHAM; AND THEN 
519FT GAIN TO NORTH BALDY MT. AT 9399FT. 

ACSC MAP: LOS ANGELES AND VICINITY 
TOP0 MAP: CRYSTAL LAKE 

CLASSIFICATION: MODERATE, BUT ABOVE 7900FT. 

TRAVEL ROUTE THAT THE VALLEY BOYS WILL USE: FROM 
JUNCTION 1-405 & 1-101 VIA 1-405 NORTH TO 1-5 TO 
ROUTE 14 (ANTELOPE FREEWAY) TO PEARBOSSOM HWY TO 
LARGO VISTA(N4) TO BIG PINESi & THEN ROUTE 2 WEST 
TO DAWSON SADDLE. DISTANCE IS 74.7 MILES - MOSTLY 
ON FREEWAY, LESS MOUNTAIN CURVES & LESS TIME. 

WHEREAS, FROM SAME JUNCTION VIA 1-101 EAST TO 134 
TO ROUTE 2 TO LA CAijADA-FL-INTRIDGE TO ANGELES 
CREST NORTHEAST TO DAWSON SADDLE IS 68.5 MILESi 
BUT 49 MILES IS ON WINDING MOUNTAIN ROADS. THAT 
MEANS ALLOWING FOR 80 MINUTES FROM LA CANADA. 

PARK IN THE LARGE CLEARING NORTH OF THE ROAD. 

HIKE DESCRIPTION: 

Directly across the road is the original trail, & 
a new trail is 150 yards east down the road. Take 
the old trail which switchbacks up the ridge to 
join the new trail at 0.25 mile at the top of the 
ridge. At the 1.5 mile split, take the right fork 
trail up the northwest ridge which steepens as the 
summit of Throop Peak (9138ft) is reached. Take a 
breather and enjoy the sparkling clear air and the 
north-side view of- the forest monarchs and below -
the far away Mojave Desert. Mt. Hawkins is a mile 
to the west. This high country backbone forms the 
northern boundary of Sheep Mountain Wilderness. 
Take care descending the east slope, steep in spots 
but not too difficult, to reach the Pacific Crest 
Trail. Go left about 200 yards to a junction with 
the new trail coming in from the left. This will be 

NOTE: THE + DENOTES UP TO 0.75MI. FOR SCRAMBLING 

shorten the 
place. The 
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