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funchbowl Tr�il Leads 'to-Devilfi Chair 0�

By JOHN McKINNEY 

Southern Ca!if ornia has many . 
faults and the mightiest of these is 
the San Andreas. It's responsible· 
for many a crack and crevice and 
much slipping and sliding in the· 
Southland. Nowhere is the pres­
ence of the fault more obvious than 
11i Devil's Punchbowl County Park. 
The dun-colored rocks have been· 
tilted every which way and weath­
ered by wind and rain. They are a .  
bizarre sight to behold. 

Punchbowl Trail takes you into 
the devil's domain, a satanically 
landscaped rock garden on the -
desert side of the San· Gabriel -
Mountains·. The trip offers views of 
what seismologists call the San 
Andreas Rift Zone. If you're super-. 
stitious, you'll want to carry a 

:-n-J I S O NG_ 
\ Punchbowl Trail .. 

South Fork Campground. 
to Devils Chair: 6 miles 
round trip, 1,000-foot ele­
vation nnin, 

South Fork Campground. · 138) in Pearblossom: tum soutu

' Diredi� t•' trallheM: From'.' 
Pearblossom Highway' '(Highway

i

·· 

onto Longview-·�then·briefi 
· to county park headquar- ·
ters: 12 miles ro:und. trip, ·
1,000-foot elevation gain.

- left on Fort Tejon Road and righ 
� on Valyertno Road Follow Valyel'..:, 
I mo 3 miles to Big Rock Creek Road.· 

Two and a. ,half .miles past· thisc'1 
. . . · junction turn right on a signed dirt 1 

good� luck ch_arm in your day pack . road to South Fork Campground., 
when you �1ke to the mon,strous and proceed one mile to the special 
mas� ,of w�1te rock,known·as the' day use/hiker's parking lot below'.
Devils Chair. . the campground. The roa<l is suita-;

"Bowl season" is a fine time to 
I 

ble for passenger cars, but on·'. 
visit the Punchbowl. Winds scour occasion Big Rock Creek may be 
the �sert clean and from the too high for a low-slung car to ford; 
Devil's Chair, you can get superb, you might have to walk an extra 
views of this land, as well as the1 mile to the trailhead. The signed 

. see!flingly infinite sandscape of the

\ 

trail departs from the parking ar�L� 
MoJave. · · · . . If you want to go directly to· 

Bring warm clothing. At this Devil's Punchbowl County Park, 
time of year, the devil's domain can turn south on County Road NG· 
get very chilly. from Highway 138 in Pearblossom: 

Note that 6-mile-long Punch: � and follow it. to Devjl's �uic�bowl_
bowl Trail may be hiked from twC¥.' · County Park. -�£hbowl Trail be-,._
directions. For aesthetic and 1� ... 1 &inl near �e P� �' -"-. _ � 
tical reasons, I prefer_ the roµte · fte bik• Join the signed traU, � from the Forest Servtc�:s �th from the parking area befow South ··1Fork Campground to DeYi;l �Ch�.· . , Fork . Campground. Almost imme- ..The l�g-weary or _families with t diately you'll reach a trail junction..:

]

�
si:nall children may wish to proceed I (The steep South Fork Trail fol: 
directly. to Pun _chbo�l County . lows the canyon cut by the South 
Pa�k. � one-th1rd-m1�e nature-· Fork of Big Rock.Creek up to the 

.. 
U:�· Pinyon Pathway, mtroduces Angeles Crest Highway· at Islip·,
':181tors to park �eology �d plant Saddle. Save this fine trail, which·· 
life and � one-mile loop trail offers ascends from cactus · to pine, from ,�a�d VIew� of the. Punchbo�l. A desert to alpine environments, for,
p1cmc area 1s perch� on the run of another day.) S� on· the Punch- J thePunchbow�...,_-_ c::-e, :.-.\ ·: I �wl Trail -.n_d bouldet-hop across.-

- the creek. If· your imagination has�'
' �� ���9'1._: _;:

'·
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�:-�OHN �- ;_ u:_ �lea�

haps the mythological ·Charo�--�-
Ferryman (who.conveyed the deaQ\
to Hades over the River Styx) will'l 
carry you across this waterc

. 
o�;.:,j

The traif climbs through manzan1
'!ll 

and heat-stunteQ pinyon pine to �J
saddle, where there's a view of th�
park and its .faults. Descend fro�
the saddle, sloping down chap�-- 'S 'g � 1 _..: 4i ,g:1:gt,, 
ral·-covered . slopes and over to-· -o � ;; (.) � � s:: rn __. .--. (.) ..C:: S::. O ..C:: 4'· ::S 
Holcomb Canyon .. Along the way,. t .S � 8 u � 0 � � g 

' notice. the strange dovetailing oe � f .... .... .rn 4' ·- s.. :;:: - ' .
. thr�,-pla,nL cWJUI!unitiea, yucca-· ..... � -g ;a'�� � � § S _ j

coven.t· � <*It woodland, and • � 4' 1;' t: � � § -5 (.) _ .:,
• · --.dcnitwni ----'• ,...---. .:. -,· .... , 4> C ..C:: "' ..., 'c.3 8 '(i · 

:J�'���� W� • ,,,. . .,, 4o.' :J .S '? ! l! �"' C � � ·,J
. ·You may wish to _take a b�eaJ. 1 ...:-g2 � ; 4' � 3 � _ �

= 

near Holcom9 Creek crossing. Qa�, � � � :3 :3-5 3 � � �-��
and big cone· spruce shade: .t� .§ -g � al -� -g �> � o ;2 �. • ' s.. C'IS C s.. > ·- � >, u �·
creek. / . . . .., _g � » � -� ..c:: ;!! o » s:: i:ui - .•. crnc::::� .c.,, ::s cw 

From Holcomb Creek,. the .trail: » .S "' ·a ..c:: .c -a,-5 � i:i.. �
a,;cends steeply _up another i:idgij, � J .S � � s' � § 4> 4> � through a pinion pine forest to the- s::_ · .. .§§_: ... • iS.?,, � ?. � 
Devil's Chair. From a distan.ce(! 
those with fanciful' imaginatioDB, 
can picture the devil himself rullria 
over this kingdom of- fract� 
rock: Below the chair, there's:an. .,-,.
awesome panorama of the punc� 
�wl and its jumbled sedimertta.O:
strata. The somersaulted sandsto"" 
formation r�mbles pulled taffy. It 
you look west to the canyon walli 
you can·see the-vertical �rush zorrei 
of the fault. marktd by white rocks} 
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